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$11,000OFF*

2024 Silverado 1500 Crew Cab

$469/MO*
For
39 MOS

2024 BLAZER EV LEASE

*Up to $11,000 Off select new, unused 2024 Silverado 1500 1LT Crew Cab models from dealer inventory (excludes Trail Boss). Not available with special financing, lease and 
some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 6/3/24. *Lease a new 2024 Chevy Blazer EV for $469 per month for 36 months, plus tax, title, lic and dealer fees, $3,319 due at 
signing. 10,000 miles per year. Stk# 243930. On approved credit through GM Financial. Not all buyers will qualify. See dealer for details. Restrictions may apply. Some offers 
may not be combined. See dealer for details. Prices are plus tax, title, lic and dealer doc fees. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Dealer not responsible for 
tytypographical errors. Restrictions may apply. Some offers may not be combined. Prices are plus tax, title, lic and dealer doc fees. Photos are for illustration purposes only. 

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler
480-735-0399 • FreewayChevy.com

TRADE OR SELL US YOUR VEHICLE – WE MAKE IT EASY!
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Erosion of traditional journalism 
a concern of evolving technology 
AI-generated content called 
a threat to news industry‘s 
ability to uphold integrity
 By Andrew Lwowski

Andrew is a graduate of 
ASU's Walter Cronkite 
School of  Journalism and 
Mass Communication

The 

turn 

of 

the century 

marked a new 

frontier of 

technology 

and innovation, with the 

introduction of smartphones 

serving as the catalyst for a new 

era. 

Since then, new industries 

have emerged while others have 

fizzled out. 

Journalism has been a long-

standing industry built on integrity, 

transparency and, most importantly, 

reporting.

However, the rapid rise of 

technology has eroded journalism, 

forcing companies such as Sports 

Illustrated to transition from 

traditional print to online while 

widely reducing staff. Generative AI 

entered the picture within the last 

few years, spearheaded by ChatGPT, 

a free-to-use engineered system 

to manufacture conversation and 

automate tasks. 

The State Press, Arizona State 

University’s student paper, was the 

latest publication to face generative-

AI controversy, retracting 24 stories 

in April.

A struggling industry is at the 

intersection of technology, and the 

future appears murky.

“There are places where it 

can be very valuable and places 

where it can be very dangerous,” 

said Brett Kurland, an assistant 

dean and professor of practice 

at ASU’s Walter Cronkite 

School of Journalism & Mass 

Communication. “So, it is not 

the boogeyman, but like with 

any technology it needs to be 

used responsibly…ethically and 

transparently.” 

An instance, Cronkite has 

embraced the use of generative-

AI in translating stories first 

written in one language before 

transcribing using AI software. 

The stories are then revised by 

an editor and feature an editor’s 

note stating the use of artificial 

intelligence. 

The use of transcribing 

— Continued on Page 31
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— Photo courtesy Chandler Regional Medical Center

We Get YOU Results • More Money • Less Time • Fewer Hassles!!

            (480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com  

JJeeffff LLuuccaass 
BBrrookkeerr//OOwwnneerr 

((448800)) 559988--88880000

EErriikkaa LLuuccaass--GGooffff 
BBrrookkeerr//OOwwnneerr 

((448800)) 339900--44999922

KKaatthhyy BByyrrnneess 
RREEAALLTTOORR®® 

((448800)) 227777--55994466

DDaawwnn NNoorrfflleeeett 
RREEAALLTTOORR®® 

((448800)) 551188--33116633

RRyyaann BBaarrmmoorree 
RREEAALLTTOORR®® 

((448800)) 445588--77335544

DDeeeeDDeeee HHeesssslleerr 
RREEAALLTTOORR®® 

((448800)) 331100--55555555

KKeellllyy MMccCCllaaiinn 
RREEAALLTTOORR®®   

((554411)) 225544--00333399

LUCAS - your

trusted, local 

experts for

over 30
years!

            
-Call or

Click

10 x 5_Wrangler Template 1.qxd  8/3/2023  6:42 PM  Page 1

Helmet, quick reactions, 
‘heroic’ hospital staff get
credit for saving cyclist

A young man is recounting the heroic efforts 
of  medical teams at Dignity Health Chandler 
Regional Medical Center who cared for him 

after he suffered traumatic injuries in a motorcycle 
crash.

 Last July, Jeff Mugongo sustained catastrophic 
injuries to both of his legs after being hit by a car 
while riding his motorcycle. 

The collision threw him off, shattering his left 
leg and breaking the right. Thankfully, say hospdital 
officials, a helmet and some incredible luck saved 
the rest of his body from harm. The injuries to 
his legs were significant and he was rushed to 
Chandler Regional for trauma care.

A Chandler Regional spokesperson says that 
injuries from motor vehicle and motorcycle 
accidents are the leading cause of admission to the 
hospital's Level I Trauma Center, which comprises 
critical/acute care surgeons, neurosurgeons, 
orthopedic and plastic surgeons, emergency 
doctors and nurses, radiologists and CT techs. 

Uniquely, they say, the hospital's orthopedic 
and plastic surgeons work as a singular team 
in the trauma space to provide more effective 
coordination and care for difficult, traumatic 
injuries that involve bone and soft tissue.

Mugongo recounted his days in the U.S:
“I was born in Rwanda and first came to the 

United States as a child refugee in 2010 from a 
refugee camp in Tanzania. 

"If I was in the camp when this happened, I 
would not have survived,” says Mugongo, 26, who 
learned English, began to excel in school and 
eventually earned a Bachelor’s degree in social 
work from Chardon State College in Nebraska 
before moving here. 

An open fracture in Mugongo’s leg and a 
large soft tissue injury required specialized and 
reconstructive care from the hospital's orthoplastics 
team. Mugongo underwent seven different 
surgeries to save both legs, and has had countless 
hours of physical therapy throughout his first year 
of recovery.

Since the accident, Mugongo is walking daily 
and working out. He’s also working on growing his 
career, providing motivational speeches about his 
life experience and using his social work degree to 
write self-awareness programs that focus on inner 

strength. 
He also leads JTS Fitness, an East Valley 

organization that focuses on providing competitive 
advantage to young athletes along with guidance 
and tools to help them become better leaders of 
tomorrow. 

“I am a walking miracle,” says Mugongo. 
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Top winners or not, Corona's robotics team managed to draw an enthusiastic crowd of enthusiasts.

From robot wranglers 
to future leaders 
How ‘no pressure’ 
competition teaches 
grit and growth
 

By Barbi Walker-Walsh

Corona del Sol's AZTECH robotics team didn't 
get the victory they hoped for this year. Still, 
they became champions in their own right 

while competing in the Aerospace Valley Regional 
FIRST Robotic Competition. 

Dubbed the varsity Sport for the Mind, the 
eompetition combines the excitement of sport with 
the rigors of science and technology. 

According to the organization, the competition 
is as close as students can get to real-world 
engineering. 

So, no pressure. Time-
management issues, design 
snafus and a malfunctioning 
robot during the first of three 
matches threatened to derail the 
Tempe team's progress in the 
competition. 

More than 3,500 teams 
competed, with 600 of those 

advancing to the championships in 
Houston. 

But this year, the team learned it's about 
more than winning trophies–it’s about building 
champions. 

Even in their impressive second-place finish, 
they learned to face adversity, have resilience, pivot 
and foster a growth mindset.

That’s the true power of robotics. 

It's all in the attitude
"The biggest challenge was time management," 

said Ben Lewandowski, the team president. From 
prototyping to design, CAD, building, programming 
and testing, time management fails followed them 

in every direction, he said. Transitions between 
development stages snowballed into delays. 
Unforeseen design issues required last-minute 
tweaks, eating into precious build time and 
preparing for the competition in Lancaster, CA.

The contest coincided with the ACT and SATs, 
compounding the team's workload for the handful 
of juniors on the team, including Lewandowski. 
The pressure was intense, and the team ended up 
using the competition as a test phase for its robot. 

It's not an ideal strategy, Lewandowski said. 
However, the team tackled obstacles head-on, 
learning valuable lessons in adaptability and 
problem-solving.

Lewandowski said that building the robot and 
preparing for the competition took over their lives, 
but he also took oversight responsibility as club 
president. He said everyone had a positive attitude, 
even through the most challenging parts.
Lewandowski’s mom, Christina, said that the season 
was not only a roller coaster of emotions but also 
stressful worrying about Ben’s workload.  
 

 

Barbi

— Continued on Page 30
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Budget Transparency

Public Safety

Border and Election
Security

INNOVATION, OPPORTUNITY, SECURITY

MARK@MARKSTEWARTAZ.COM MARKSTEWARTAZ.COM

y

Paid for Mark Stewart for Maricopa and approved by Mark Stewart

As a devoted family man, small business owner, and
passionate public servant, I believe that government
works best when it is limited and efficient, maximizing
our freedoms and unshackling business owners. It has
been an honor to represent the people of Chandler as
Vice Mayor and councilmember for the past seven
years. We have a safe, family-friendly community that
welcomes entrepreneurs and large businesses and has
world-class education opportunities.

As your County Supervisor, I will place transparency,
public safety, and efficient operations at the center of
Maricopa County ensuring our home will be a place to
live, work, and grow for generations to come.

Learn More HereTempe, West Chandler, and Ahwatukee
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THE LAKES AMENITIES - Swimming, Tennis, Pickleball, Racquetball, 
Fitness and More!  HOA Dues Only $122/month!

Dan Birk • The Lakes Specialist - Lakes Resident since 2007
Realty Executives / 602.369.1145 / dbirk@realtyexecutives.com

For SaleFor Sale

For
  Sale  Sale

Beautiful Remodel    
5618 S Sailors Reef Rd  •  $679,000

4 Bed/2 Bath/2,364sqft

For
YOU’LL YOU’LL LIVING IN THE LAKES!LIVING IN THE LAKES!

Waterfront Home   
on The Island   

1017 E Sandpiper Dr •  $1,100,000
4 Bed/3 Bath/3,485sqft

For For 
SaleSale

The Lakes #1 Realtor!  Thank you!

Waterfront Single Level
on The Island    

1113 E Sandpiper Dr  • $792,000
3 Bed/2 Bath/2,366sqft

SoldSold

Remodeled Waterfront Condo
in Runaway Point     

1209 E Northshore Dr #242 • $471,488 
3 bed/2 bath/1,392 sq ft

SoldSold

Waterfront Townhouse
1042 E Driftwood Dr • $725,000   

2 Bed + Den/2 Bath/1700sqft

For For 
SaleSale

Single Level   
Built in 1995   

980 E Leeward Ln • $600,000  
3 Bed/2 Bath/2,088sqft

Under
ContractContract
Under

Waterfront Townhouse
1044 E Driftwood Dr  • $779,000

3 Bed/2 1/2 Bath/1,942sqft 

For For 
SaleSale

Single Level   
on Morningstar Lane   

918 E Morningstar Ln $485,000  
4 Bed/2 Bath/1,976sqft

SoldSold
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Protect your skin.
In Arizona, our beautiful climate and sunshine put us all at higher risk for skin cancer.
Let us help you enjoy the sun safely, and heal as a whole human being.

To lower your risk of getting skin cancer, you can protect your skin from UV rays from 
the sun. Use a broad spectrum SPF 30 or higher sunscreen on all exposed skin, as 
well as wearing UV-protected sunglasses, a wide-brimmed hat, and lip balm whenever 
you’re in the sun.

To learn more, visit dignityhealthazcancer.org.

UV rays have a big impact.
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Aztecs well represented at DI championships

 Corona had 10 boys and 13 girls qualify to 

compete at the Division I Championships held 

at Red Mountain High School May 2 and 4.

Senior Brandon Holmes qualified to run in the 100 

meters while sophomore Ryan McVaugh qualified in the 

110-meter hurdles event. 

The only other track event 

the Aztecs qualified for was the 

4x100 relay team made up of 

sophomore Jude Stevens, junior 

Domonick Ruiz, senior Zuri 

Glenn and Holmes.

Seven Aztecs qualified to 

compete in the field events 

including Ruiz and Glenn who 

qualified to compete in the long 

jump and triple jump.

Junior Keane Abril qualified to compete in the shot 

put and discus along with senior Jose Chavez, in both 

events.

Junior Filipe Ma’ake and freshman Colin Duffy also 

qualified to compete in the discus while senior Malcolm 

Flynn competed in the javelin.

Abril and Glenn were Corona’s top finishers at the 

Men’s Division I Championships when they both placed 

fifth in a field event.
Abril was fifth in the discus with a throw of 148-00 

while Glenn was fifth in the long jump with a jump of 
22-06.25.

Ruiz, also competing in the long jump, landed just 
1.25 shorter than his teammate, Glenn, to take sixth place 
with a long jump of 22.05.00 in that same division 1 
championship.

Glenn also took 10th place in the triple jump with a 
jump of 43.05.75.

The 13 athletes who qualified to compete in the 
Women’s Division 1 Championships for Corona’s team 
participated in three track events and four field event.

Senior Reilly Speaks qualified in the 100 meters while 
sophomore Addison Stewart in the 1600 meters and junior 
Jenna Hatton in the 100-meter hurdles. 

Stewart was the only Corona runner to make it to the finals 

in a track event. She finished 17th in the 1600 meters 

race with a time of 5:23.50.

The Aztecs had the 4x100 relay team of sophomore 

Melanie Lindenstruth, Speaks, senior Maia Flanagan and 

sophomore Cristina Cooper qualify to compete. The team 

finished 13th in the prelims and, therefore, did not race in 

the finals.

In the field events, sophomores Mya Polec and 

Mackenzie Flynn qualified for the javelin while Cooper 

qualified in the pole vault event.

Cooper was the top finisher at the Division I 

Championships for the Aztecs when she pole-vaulted 

1-09.00 to take third place.

Polec took 14th place with a javelin throw of 92-10 ft. 

while Flynn finished in 21st place with a throw of 80-01 ft.

The Aztecs had six athletes qualify in the field jumping 

events including senior Fiona Duffy, sophomore 

Emily Wyatt and Cooper in the high jump and senior 

Paula  Hoyos, junior Morgan Beatty and sophomore 

Hanna Teleb in the triple jump.

Duffy, Wyatt and Hoyos failed to jump the beginning 

height in the high jump so did not place.

Teleb was the top finisher in the triple jump for the 

Aztecs when she jumped 34-01.50 ft. for 16th place 

followed by Beatty for 20th place with a jump of 33-04.75 

ft. and Hoyos was 22nd with a jump of 32-04.50 ft.

Cooper was the only athlete from Corona to participate 

in the varsity section of the State Heptathlon and 

Decathlon held May 17-18 at Red Mountain High School.

This event consists of seven track and field events over a 

two-day period culminating with an 800-meter run.

Cooper came in 19th in the 100-meter hurdles, 12th in 

the high jump event, 15th in the shot put, 10th in the 200-

meter race, 8th in the long jump, 22nd in the javelin and 

23rd in the 800 meters.

Cooper finished the heptathlon competition with 3175 

points to finish 22nd.

The Aztecs honored 25 seniors from the boys team and 

18 seniors from the girls team at the end of the regular 

season.
Recognized for their dedication and athletic skills from 

the boys team were Aidan Weber, Alex Konzel, Ariyan 
Wade, Brandon Holmes, Cameron Guss, Cory Block, 
Ethan Mwangi, Gregory Arciniaga, Guillermo Gonzalez, 
Jay Rodina, Jose Chavez, Lincoln Vondra, Luke Holly, 
Malcolm Flynn, Michael Brewer, Nguyen Dinh, Owen 
Buckley, Preston Lee, Quinton Bradley, Sean Waters, 
Stephen Brown, Stevie Humphrey, Tyler Pearson, 
Zachary Wiesner and Zuri Glenn.

The athletes recognized by the girls team included 
Alysha Jenkins, Anna Maney, Brooklyn Patterson, 
Destinee Hodelin, Fiona Duffy, Grace Johnson, Jameson 
Jacoby-Carver, Lauren Luscombe, Lilly Chavez, Lindsey 
Chavez, Maia Flanagan, Maria Gonzales, Mariel Chavez, 
Mia Brannon, Paula Hoyos, Rachel Sindlinger, Reilly 
Speaks, and Tajanae Hairston.

Marcos de Niza Track and Field
Marcos de Niza had one athlete qualify to compete 

in the Division III Championships held May 3-4 at Deer 

Valley High School.

Senior Jhaimier Walker competed in two field events, 

the high jump and the long jump, at the championships.

Walker finished fifth in the high jump event with a leap 

of 6-00.00 and was 17th in the long jump when he soared 

19-05.75 ft.

Walker set a personal best record in the long 

jump when he jumped 20-8.25 at the Tempe All-City 

Championships on April 18.

He matched his best high jump record of 6-00.00 he 

set at the Westwood Hohokam Invite on April 12.

SPORTS NOTEBOOK
with Alex Zener
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Long-standing Seton Catholic high 

softball coach Jerry Mullin has 

retired after 38 years. 

Mullin, regarded as one of the best high 
school coaches in the state and has been 
inducted into the Arizona High School 
Coaches Hall of Fame (2013).

Mullin first arrived at Seton in 1985 and 
took the reins of the softball program during 
the 1986-87 season. He molded the small-
school program into a softball power house 
and won 10 state titles between 1996 and 
2010. He holds the most state titles of any 
coach in Arizona, leading Seton to 2A state 
titles in 1996, 1997, 1998 and 1999; 3A 
state titles in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005; and 
4A-II state titles in 2009 and 2010. Mullin 
has never lost a title game.

On top of his hardware collection, 
Mullin led the Sentinels to 14 regional titles, 
winning his last in 2021. He was named 
Region Coach of the Year eight times, All-
Star Coach three times, and Small-School 
Coach of the Year twice.

“Legendary,” is the first word that came 
to Athletic Director Jim Shewbridge’s mind when 
asked about Mullin. “He has been the heart and soul 
of Seton Catholic softball for nearly four decades. A 
lot of athletes went on to compete at the next level, 
including 2023 graduate Sierra Daniel who is playing 
for LSU. His leadership and dedication to Seton 
Catholic Prep will surely be missed.

“I want to thank Coach Mullin for his dedication 
and passion for Seton Catholic and the softball 
program for nearly 40 years,” Principal Victor Serna 
said. “He has been a strong supporter and professor 

of our Catholic values and mission, as well as being 
a pillar of our community no matter what role he 
has served. I am grateful for his continued support 
as he will remain a member of our Counseling 
Department.”

The success and influence Mullin’s had stretched 
beyond the field, however. Mullin’s has been a 
counselor during his tenure at Seton and he will 
remain as such despite stepping down as softball 
coach.

“I want to congratulate Jerry on his incredible 
career and thank him for his guidance and the 
exceptional standard he has set for everyone,” said 

girls head basketball coach Karen Self, who has 
worked alongside Mullin since the 90s.

“There are just no words to express what he means 
to the Seton community,” she said. “He leaves an 
incredible legacy and I feel so blessed to have worked 
beside him for over 30 years.”

A staple to the Seton community, his success may 
never be replicated, but his legacy will be forever 
cemented with the program and school. Seton is 
currently searching for a replacement for the 2024-25 
school year.

— By Andrew Lwowski

Most decorated 
coach in state 
history now  
in retirement

Jerry Mullin has had quite an impressive career.
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Wet, wild and bone-rattling cold was the promise of the annual Polar Bear Plunge at South Tempe's Lakes community, 
which has staged the event since 2012. In those years, says originator and planner Denise Rentschler, more than  
$100,000 has been raised for Team Asa, a volunteer group that supports adaptive recreation programs for the special 
needs community.             

                           — Wrangler News photos by Andrew Lwowski

RE-ELECT

HIGHER EDUCATION
FREE MARKET SOLUTIONS
ENRICH OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
EMBRACING DIVERSITY

CHRISTINEFORCHANDLER.COM

PAID FOR BY CHRISTINE FOR CHANDLER

✓ VOTE BY EARLY BALLOT OR
IN PERSON ON JULY 30TH

PLEASE VISIT MY WEBSITE TO SEE MY DAILY COMMITMENT TO THIS 
JOURNEY TO BE RE-ELECTED TO THE NEXT CITY COUNCIL FOR CHANDLER AT 

CHRISTINEFORCHANDLER.COM
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Corona del Sol (left) and Marcos de Niza graduates celebrated a joyous (and welcome) occasion. See following pages for 2024 graduates' names.

A GRADUATION SALUTE FROM WRANGLER NEWS

Tempe's high schools have once again sent their best and finest on to the next step of each one's future —  
a time when these outstanding young people, the Class of 2024, will go forward into a world full of 

opportunity and rewards.  This year's almost 2,700 (depending on final tallies) TUHSD grads were offered 
more than $64 million in scholarships, a compelling piece of evidence that their education represented a 

valuable investment. We at Wrangler News have worked with and personally know many of these students 
— teens who have contributed not only to us but to their friends, families and community—and, not to be 
overlooked, to a future  that we're sure will be better because of them. Based on what we read and see in 

today's media, some of us occasionally ask where our world is headed. If we answer that question by looking 
at the young people who are celebrating their high school graduation this year — students who have made 

their way though four challenging years at one of our Tempe Union High School District campuses — 
we can feel confident that this world of ours indeed will be a better place.

To them we say Congratulations — Go Forth, Make Your Mark. 
Along with what we believe is important parting advice: Carpe Diem.



PAGE 14   •  JUNE 1 - 14,  2024



PAGE 15   •  JUNE 1 - 14,  2024

 

The long awaited ceremoney for the class of 2024 
arrived as thousands of family and friends pack the 
Corona de Sol stands. Roughly 800 Aztecs had their 
name called, received their diplomas and tossed 
their caps, signaling the end of one chapter before 
embarking on the next life adventure. Corona Prin-
cipal Nathan Kleve ackowledged those who have 
served and those who will enlist to serve our coun-
try after high school, along with those who earned 
honors, and congratulated the graduating class on 
what all agreed was an amazing four years. 

Wrangler News photos by Andrew Lwowski
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The Marcos de Niza Padres 

sent off their graduating 

class of 2024 with love and 

emotion, as the seniors 

closed our their high school 

career. Family and friends 

shared their joy and pride 

hearing the names called 

across the stage anticipating 

that their children will now 

take on life with a mountain 

of opportunities and 

possibilities. 

Photos courtesy MdN CTE Photography
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CORONA DEL SOL 
CLASS OF 2024

Ty Vinsone Wenceslao Abella   
Connor Jackson Ackerley

Sergio Jack Acosta-Thelwell
Tahj Nasir Adams

Jarek Theodore Agnick
Sophia Lily Aguilar

Luka  Aleksic
Mason Jordan Alexander

Zakaria Abukar Ali
Breeze Alana Alston

Nathalya Michelle Alvarez
Madison Justine Alvidrez-Saiz

Nina Denai Amaro
Mohib Ahmad Amjad

Gabrielle Tiwaa Amoah
Kemnor Adangozi Anaba

Joseph Johnson Ang
Amelia Lenore Anzaldua Trujillo
Kyarra Marie-Andrea Aparicio
Gregory Panayiotis Arciniaga

Christian Javier Arellano
Hannah Elizabeth Argo
Adrian Bernard Arleo

Isabelle Marie Armendariz
Mustafa Mohammad Arshad

Adrian John Arthur
Brianna Elise-Enda Artiaga

Riteesha  Asam  
Carly Sue Athmer 

Sydney Katharine Avigian
Joshua Robert Babendure 

Leila Okada Baker
Isaiah Jordan Balderas
John Truman Bartlett
Isabella Marie Beach
Ethan James Beasley

Mackenzie Jane Beattie   
Joey Gabrielle Beatty  

Addis Duke Beaty
Joseph Edward Beaudion

Maggie Robin Beauer
Gabriella Irene Becerra

Adeline Lily Becker  
Montgomery Jon Beeman

Jayani Jayne Begay
Stephen  Belmonte

Reagan Mckenzie Benally
Brady William Bendel
Sarah Abagail Benrubi

Valerie Cristina Benvenuti
Vienna Maria Betancourth

Lily Claire Betcher
Camille Jeanette Bickham

Mia Rosalena Blanco
Cory Robert Block
Jacob Eliezer Block

Makayla Brianna Bogart-Getner  
Gavin Joseph Boggs

Caitlin Elise Bowman
Grace Elizabeth Boyer

Sean Michael Boyle
Quinton Andre Bradley

Hunter Peter Brake
Mia Charlene Brannon

Benjamin Domenick Ellen Brasile
Reese Parker Kenneth Breiner
Crescent Allyson Goma Brewer  

Michael James Goma Brewer
Alexander Ross Brown
Andrea Taylor Brown    

Braeden Nicholas Brown
Jacob Lamar Brown

Stephen Andrew Brown  
Owen Douglas Buckley
Cora  Noelle Bullard

Matthew Stephen Burman
Melena Agnes Burnside

Gavin Karl Buttram
Juliet Michela Caliendo  

Landon James Call
Alexis Shay Campbell  
Keira Marie Campbell

Noah Jackson Campbell
Jacob Addison Cano

Austin James Carmack
Brennan Shaw Carpenter

Marina Diane Carson  
Peyton Gabriela Case
Darren Riley Castillo

JJ Tavien Castro
Alexandra  Castro Flores

Brandon Michael Chaloupka  
Landon Ross Chambers  

Ronald Peng Chan  
Aiden Hunter Chavez
Jose Manuel Chavez

Lilly Jo Chavez
Lindsey Rae Chavez

Mariel Isabella Chavez
Li Heng  Chen  

Michelle Rina Chen     
Julianna Mae Cheshire

Zoe Feliksa Chow
Raha Arifin Chowdhury
Maham Ameer Chughtai  

Emily Grace Cipolla
Alexa Eleanor Clark
Hailie Jackson Clark
Robert Nathan Clark

Aidan Don Clark-Meissinger 
Ava Rose Clegg

Grace Lauren Close
Jennifer Elizabeth Cochran   
Guennivere Irene Compton
Sophie Kathryn Comstock

Anaya Korrine Condoll
Lucas Ian Conrad

Kaylee Brooke Cooper
Alexander Steven Copley
Samuel David Corcoran

Ariana Lizeth Cota
Victoria Jade Cota

Jayson Tristan Covington
Audrey Klara Craig 
Sophia Noelle Craig
James Jullian Crosson

Gavin Cole Cutlip
Aubree Brooke Daniel
Kaylee Renae Daniels

Trayoni Octavius Daniels
Zachary Thomas Danielson
Amira Summer Davidson

Paige  Davies-Boerner   
Andrew James De Le Ree

Sadie Annalise Dean
Miko Nevelexis Dagdag Deang

Dylan Everette Deere
Brooklyn Leigh DeFoe  
Makenzie Faye DeLeon

Made Andrenada Devatama 
Suzuko Sophia Devine    
Brooklyn Paige Devlin

Nguyen Cam Dinh
Bo Scott Dolinsek

Sophia Ocampo Domingo
Fiona Clair Duffy  

Nyomi Nizhon Dugi
Liam Patricio Dunbar

Emerson Patrick Dwyer
Kyla Gillian Edge

Evan Jonathan Shaw Edwards
Snigdha Janice Edwin   

Max  Elliott     
Adam Wassek El-Rabaa   

Oliver Leo Elthon  
Isaac Francisco Elzy

Reese Roseanne Ennis   
Margaret Lorraine Epting

Alejandro Misael Escobedo
Lizet Selina Esquivel
Taylee Jade Estrada

Waseem JohnPaul Farah
Ayden Patrick Farley
Ayden Zane Felber

Seth Ian Feliz
Reilly June-Smith Finan

K-lani Amari Ae-Son Finch
Sophie Nettie Fishman

Maia Cele Flanagan
Dylan Anderson Flock

Lillian Beverly Flottmann
Sara Marie Floyd

Malcolm Iver Flynn   
Keanu James Folsom

Hailey Rochelle Fonner
Jace Alexander Forsberg

Malia Lynn Fortner
Isabella Marie Franchini

Pablo  Frausto
Solana Rae Frazier 

Zigmund Troy Freiheit  
Justin Mark French     
John Phillip Freund
Celeste Ariana Frias  

Jesus Humberto Fuentes
Jaclyn Lauren Fusaro

Zackery  Galiy
Sofia  Gamboa-Ovalle

Wesley Richard Gammill
Alexis Marie Garbiso
Adrian Rafael Garcia
Alani Carina Garcia

Garret Anthony Garcia
Jaci Theresa Garcia

Morgan Carys Garcia     
Nicolas Ezequiel Garcia

Noah Jason Garcia
Alexis Ann Garcia Wiest
Samantha Abigail Garrett

Amarie Anne Garza  
Giana Jaime Garza  

Mikaila Juanita Gastelum
Makayla Jean Gates

Joshua Antonio Gaviria
Natalie Marie Gill

Zuri Christian Nathanael Glenn
Ian Riley Glider

Austin Lucas Glogowski
Liam Paul Goetz

Connor Daniel Goldbach
Lakia Jean Golleher

Victoria Violet Gomez
Camryn Miles Gonzales

Jason John Gonzales
Maria Eleni Gonzales
Trinity Rose Gonzales

Ariana Danelle Gonzalez
Guillermo Alejandro Gonzalez

Brayden Jae Green  
Anthony Roman Guadagnino

Alexis Machelle Guadian
Grayson  Guess

Cameron LaVar Guss
Briana Marcela Gutierrez

Estefania  Gutierrez  
Callum Alexander Guy

Tammy  Ha  
Logan Eric Haglan

Tajanae Laniyah Jarie Hairston
Gwyndolyn Rose Hall
Liam Michael Halton
Kalia Olivia Hamana

Jaxon Isaiah Hamilton
Nicholas Jason Hamilton
Carson Victor Hammer    
Zackaria Morris Hania  

Da'Shawn David Hannah
Avery Jade Hanson    
Joshua Dylan Hape  
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Dillon Phoenix Harasymczuk

Isabella Grace Harper
Lorelei Idelle Harris
Vaughn Worth Harris  

Amerah Gabrielle Harrison
Myles Steven Harrison

Colin Julian Harvey
Ariana Baunoo Hatefi   

Gryffon Xavier Hawley    
Thea Mae Hendricks

Nicholas John Hendrix
Aidan Nels Kelly Henry
Jose Antonio Hernandez

Mia Riley Hernandez
Tenoch Myka Quiahuitl Hernandez

Josephine Hope Hertel    
Dylon Takeshi Hill

Nicholas Joseph Hille
Alex James Hinkle    

Noah Daniel Hinners
Nadja Annabelle Hinton

Emily Jade Hirsch
Destinee Skii Hodelin

Rebecca Kimberly Hodgdon
Tayte Mateo Hodson
Sophia Marie Holguin

Luke Christopher Holly
Brandon Jabron Holmes
Claire Elizabeth Hoskin  
Kennedy Lila Houser

Meredith Jane Houston  
Paula Camila Hoyos Martinez  

Piper Madison Hummell
Steveland Lee Humphrey

Dalraj Singh Hundal
Carter Patrick Hurlburt
Kathleen Vy Ha Huynh

Skylar James Interpreter
Yusuf Abdul-Haqq Isaak
Daisy Kassandra Isais

Zaina  Issa
David Anthony Ivonnet   
Calvin Wesley Jackson
Grace Noel Jacobson

Jameson Rose Jacoby-Carver
Marissa Allison Jaime  

Evelin Guadalupe Jaime Macias
Zaara Alina Jalani

Jace Matthew Jarrell
Alysha Marie Jenkins

Grace Angelina Johnson
Nasia Engelease Johnson
Tavon Cayman Johnson

Terin Q'sef Johnson
Gloria Marie Johnson-Hernandez  

Alexis Lee Jones
Courtney Dawn Jones
Maya Elizabeth Jones   
Nicholas David Jones
Sarah McKenna Joos

AJ Jordan
Karol Kolbe Juarez 
Felipe Jameson Jue    
Katie Jae Kaedden

Nicole Rae Kalivoda
Ved  Karkathar

Jamee Devon Kary

Rocco Joseph Kasa
Sofia Trinidad Keenan
Bryce David Kelley
Parker Bailey Kemp

Erin Isabella Kennedy   
Sara Louise Kenney

Juddaci Kell-Ray Kern
Emily Claire Kinzler
Deven Joyce Kircher
Kaden James Kirklow

Brendan Thomas Klock
Alex Matthew Konzel
Darin Andrew Korn 
Mihail  Kostadinovski     
Devon Laynne Kyte

Eshan Shobak Kythakyapuzha   
Kaleb Porter Labadie

Justin  Lam
Eva Lee Lambson

Dylan Nathaniel Lasker
Life Nakai William Latimer

Daniel Antonio Lawton
Malo Benjamin Marie Le Faou

Arianna Ashlynn Lee
Arrianna Meagan Lee

Michael Ryan Lee
Christina Marie Lehmann 

Brody Collister Leid
Tyler Jeffrey Lelakowski

LaVelle Amari Lewis
Jariana Nalisa Lewis-Perez

Caylee Ann Leyva
Anderson Michael Chang-Hyun Lim

Nevaeh Lee Lindley
Hutton Phillip Link

Ella  Liu  
Tristen Yui-Chit Lo   

Dominic Michael LoFrano
Taylor Renee Lohn

Rylee Jayde Longacre
Michael Luis Lopez

Santiago Andres Lopez
Jay Me Amir Lamont Lott

Matthew James Low
Joseph Eleazar Luis

Lauren Elizabeth Luscombe
Jack Michael Lwowski

Jayden Elda Lyon
Nicholas Michel Maalouli

Ryleigh Renee Mabry
Matteo Emilio Magdaleno

Loki Judas Magner
Sean Patrick Maguire
Harini  Mahendran     

Brianna Skye Maiden
Isabelle Renee Malone
Anna Caroline Maney   
Bellamaria  Mantini   
Diana Elise Marino

Lexxie Renee Martens
Abigail Grace Martin

Hunter McKay Martindale
Adaiah Yahel Martinez

Alessandra Gisele Martinez
Benjamin Andrew Martinez

Gavin Tyler Martinez
Sienna Brielle Martinez

Vicente Xavier Martinez
Sebastian  Martinez Moreno    
Ethan Daniel Martinez Peters

Molly Anne Maslowicz
Logan Scott Mason

Dharma May Matsumoto
Reanna Raye Matuzek

Matthieu Joseph Mazon
Erin Cheree McArn

Lance John McCullagh
Cole Vincent McDonald
Declan John McGowan
Owen Taylor McGraw
Isaiah Anthony McKay

Caelyn Samara McKenzie
Aiden Michael McKissick

Justin David Meacham
Alexander Fernando Meadows

Siena  Meraz
Ryan James Mertes 

Michael Aaron Messina
Isabella Kathleen Meyers

Najeeba  Mian
Jocelyn Yi-An Miao     

Timotheos Constantinos Mihalopoulos
Justice Gail Milhoan    
Andrew James Miller

Paul David Miller
Scott Patrick Miller
Siera Hope Miller

Victoria Rhena Miller
Alexa  Miller-Ranney

Allison Mina Hernandez
Lilly Dolores Minero

Aniya Renee Mitchell-Ross
Benjamin Asher Mitnik
Juaquin Victoria Molina

Leah Nicole Montenegro
Isabella Maria Montero

Louis Tenoch Mora Vazquez
Eric  Morgan  

Jackson Thomas Morgan
Bridget Renae Mortensen  

Cooper Jonah Morton
Drake Connor Mueller
Samuel James Mueller
Addesyn Ruth Mullen
Alyssia Nicole Munoz

Madison Elizabeth Murnan
Hasibullah  Muslim

Nickolas Michael Mustacchia
Ethan Mumu Mwangi
Tanner James Myrick

Brenna Marie Nathanson
David Aleksander Navarro

Jaia Dora Neal    
Linda Julie Newman
Khoa Nhut Nguyen

My-Anh Nevaeh Nguyen
Nghi Huynh Gia Nguyen

Cecilia  Nham
Daria Dasha Nikolovski

Shaun  Nketiah
Emily Elizabeth Noriega
Arianna Elizabeth Olivas

Claire Victoria Olson
Ashleigh Marie Oney-Crossman

Gilbert  Ortiz
Ramsey Alexander Otis

Julia Paige Owens
Emily  Padilla Iniguez
Ethan Oxford Palmer
Rachel Reagan Parent  

Riley Ann Parker  
Bruno Sebastian Parra

Matteo Leonardo Paspuel Onate   
Brooklyn Shea Patterson

Tyler Vincent Pearson
Olivia Michelle Peckins
Sophia Elizabeth Pena  

Karen Aline Perea
Thomas Alexander Perez
Luisa Fernanda Perez Ruiz

Jake Raymond Peshak
Ashlee Kiera Peters
Kailyn Rae Phillians

Akaiyan Ka'eo Salim Phillips
Elise Laurentine Phimmasone  

Emma Jade Pinpin
Elijah Jason Pintus

Kellen Anthony Pollard
William Pavlovich Popov  

Jesus Manuel Portillo  
Gavin James Pottebaum

Joseph Azzlyn Dean Potts
Tyler Chaz Preslar

Jada Mileigh Proctor
Amber Jean Puleo

Mason Travis Pullins
Adithi Rao Puncha
Michael John Pyle

Cristian Arthur Quezada
Marley Anastasia Ragsdale

Richard Antonio Ramirez Castaneda
Mia Vita Reed

Ronan Thomas Reyes
Eva Linn Ricci-Black Elk

Erin Grace Richards    
Alexander Robert Richmond
Kya Kristine Marie Riforgiate

Dahlia Delaney Riley
Isabella Marie Rios   
Olivia Maria Rios

Abby Nicole Ritchhart  
Paul Joseph Rittenhouse

Kristian Ritter
Lucille Adams Rockwell
Kelley Michelle Rodeffer
Aiden Joshua Rodriguez
Gabriel Lee Rodriguez
Joseph Angel Rodriguez
Sofia Eleanor Rodriguez     

Theodore Antonio Rodriguez
Makenna Marie Rogers  
Dane FD Roggentien
Raeven Jade Rohlsen

Marisa Elizabeth Rohrbacher
Kaylin Renee Rolle

Nora  Romero Colomina
Jay Reinz Tampus Rondina

Sophia Isabella Rondon Mierez
Isabelle Elyce Rowls  
Isadora Sulan Rubio

Richard Shaun Rucker
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Stefanya Valeshka Ruiz  
Hayley Nicole Russell

Karina Elizabeth Salaverria
Devon Mateo Salazar
Kevin Ulises Saldana

Jolie Mae Saliego
Bree Eleanor Salmons
Emily Marie Sanchez
Kevin Cruz Santiago

Ryan Jake Kimball Sar
Celine  Sarian   

Rucha Gautam Sathe    
Mia Rose Scarpati

Avery Alexandra Scher
Alison Dani Schiavitti

Kaitlyn Danica Schmidt
Avry Jude Scholl

Keira Leigh Schulman    
Daniel Alejandro Sepulveda

Maya Katrina Settles  
Renee J Shackelford

Hannah Elizabeth Shafer
Eli Joseph Spinrad Shapiro

Kaiden Thomas-Augusta Shepardson
Anish Kumar Shrestha   

Maggie Jane Lampman Siegel  
Sophia Juliet Silverstein
Leia Nicole Simmons
Victoria Lynn Simpson

Rachel Elizabeth Sindlinger  
Natalya Alexis Skalka

Wyatt Summers Smith
Kaitlin Elizabeth Snyder
Cassandra Kay Soldo
Reilly Makenna Speaks
Zachary Dylan Speck  
Luke Christian Spivey
Michael Dean Spradley
Emma Lauren Stawiecki     
Quentin Julian Stewart

Hannah Christine Stimmel
Joshua Hatton Stimmel

Ryan Daniel Stoner
Anya Lucia Storch
Casey Jade Strauss   

Suvasini  Subbaraman    
Christopher James Suiter
Crew Russell Swearingen

Jo  Szeli
Elizabeth Sophia Talhelm

Justin Alexander Tarquino-Xaxalpa
Lia Mykel Taylor    
Baylin Chen Teel

Natalie Brianne Tegg-Giles
Tanner Neil Teserio

Key'von Larry Thomas
Nathaniel John Thompson

Jack Errol Thorsen
Sally Noelle Thwaits

Lysa Michelle Jeannette Tijon
Leighton Alezander Timmons

Caden Craig Toelke
Alexus Elizabeth Tomasek

Cole Thomas Tomory
Joe Anthony Torres

Julia Luu Tran
Rohan James Treacy
Jack Wen Trimble    

Kevin Dangkhoa Trinh
Maximus Michael Updyke
Ksenia  Urena Andreyeva
Aristotle Petros Vakanas     

Lydia Tsaile Valdez
Savanah Isabella Valencia  

Gabriela  Valenzuela Parra
Cross James Van Wicklin
Amanda Leticia Vasquez

Zoey Jane Vaughn
Ash Kayden Velez

Martine Sebastian Vera
Rashi  Verma

Valin Prakash Verma
Madelyn Marie Vickery  

Aysha Kayla Viene     
Nia Aahna Viene     

Luke Joseph Vlcek
Lincoln Zachariah Vondra

Ariyon Joseph Nashawn Wade
Kambrel Matias Walker
Sophia Elizabeth Walker  

Margaret  Wang     
Madison Riley Wasson    
Sean William Waters   

John Alexander Weaver  
Aidan Patrick Weber
Jessica Blake Weibly
Jacob Ian Weisman

Daryn Anelise Whipple  
Gavin Taylor Whipple

Micah Alexander White
Blaire Lynn-Dean Whitlatch
Zachary Randell Wiesner

Aiden Jasper Wiley
Christian Dean-David Williams

Clay Nicholas Williams
Levi Scott Williams

Tamia Tatyara Williams
William George Williams    

Raeghan Paige Willis
Keaton Thomas Wilson
Viviane Rose Wilson

Benjamin William Winder
Michael Edward Winiker
Brooklyn Maeka Wisch

Parker Lee Wolford
Ella Marie Wombacher

Emily Jan Wong
Ethan Whitney Wright
Shokoi Shamari Yarde

Travis Lee Yazzie
Elise Hsin Yuan Yeung
Rachel Isabella Yonan    

Ariana Danielle Young
Christopher James Kapono Young

Julian Alexander Young
Alyse Briana Yslas-Gruber
Aysa Mariana Yslas-Gruber 

Kathleen  Yu
Jerica Xing Yuan    
Brea Lily Zandt

Alexander  Zhao 
Theresa Madeleine Zurga

MARCOS DE NIZA 
CLASS OF 2024

Andrea Camille Abrante Maldonado
Bianca  Acosta

Litzzy Aracely Acuna Salazar
Grayson Lee Ison Adams

Jocelyn  Aguero Valenzuela
Adrianna Emily Akerstrom
Lorenzo Arno Alexander
Rachel Lynn Alexander
Anthony Michael Allard

Diana  Alvarado
Angel Alexis Arechiga Alvarez

Antanay Jessica Alvarez
Juan Jose Alvarez
Naomi  Alvarez
Fabian Jr Alvez

John Cameron Anderson
Amelia Lenore Anzaldua Trujillo

Melody Malia Arenas
Alec Steva Arner
Sebastian  Arrieta

Tristan Keneke Arroyo
Damian Antonio Ayala

Eman  Aziz
Shamaya Dalena Bagley

Citlallli  Balcells
John Truman Bartlett
Elijah Abraham Bast

Ryan Ricardo Peter Begay
Jared Charles Begaye

Jason Dylan Bellefeuille
Tru  Benally

Daniel Julius Berg
Eduardo Michael Angel Bernal
Shayla Avigail Bernal Fragoso

Austin Michael Betonti
Kenyan Kendel Charles Brewer
Evelyn Sherlyn Briseno-Rodea

AuRee Amaya Brown
Edward Eugene Brown

Mylee  Buitimea Valencia
Aidan Olsommer Burke

Kaplin Tru Cadena
Riley Paige Cairo

Leticia Elena Campas
Dominic Elias Cano

Vicente Alexander Cardenas

Tyler Anthony Carder
Anahii Albina Castillo

Giselle Natalia Castillo-Morales
Manwe Moroyoqui Castro
Gilbardo Misael Cervantes
Briceida  Cervantes Aceves
Andres Alejandro Chavez
Serenity Danielle Chavez

Guillermo Ramon Chavez-Tavena
Henry Oudom Chey

Mia Louise Clauss
Ilana Nicole Cohen

Destiny Lula-Louise Comanche
Isabella Celeste Contreras

Kalina Lorena Copado
Jayden Christopher Copeland

Alia Helena Corbett
Maya Jaiden Coronado-Henson

Matthew  Cota 
Michael Lamont Craig

Alejandra Melida Curra
Jeric Paul Bonoan Dacuycuy

Alyssa Monique Davis
Kinley Marie Davis

Joshua Garcia Delgado
Cesmar Antwan Delgado Verdu

Brayden Vincent Delyria-Munguia
Rachel  Dones

Dj Vaughn Drew
Matthew Xavier Duran
Nathan Isaiah Duran
Shane Preston Ellett
Tokujiro Alden Ellis

Cordelia Day Ellsworth
Ava Natalie Engelbert

Citlali Celeste Escalante
Jonathan Uriel Esparza Arellano

Dayana  Espino Marquez
Adan Alejandro Estrada
Mariah Alexus Estrella

Andres Julian Fernandez
Christian James Fierro

Sofia Grace Filipski
Rylan Alan Fishman

Anthony  Flores
Gabriel Paul Flores

Matthew Kian Flores
Tatiyonna-Angelique Valencia Flores

Faith Eleen Flores-Peterson
Juan Carlos Frias

Jaidan Iwalani Marie Fritz
Anselmo  Gandara Garcia

Kylene Mercedes Garay Peralta
Josiah  Garcia

Michael  Garcia
Alejandro  Garcia Corral

Luisa Marylynn Garcia Duran
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Sherlyn  Garcia Leyva
Damion Xavier Gardea Garcia

Rosalinda Hillary Gee
Erik Mathew Godoy Arvizu
Fernando Michael Gomez
Alexis Monique Gonzales
Leila Jazmynne Gonzales

Raven Julio Alejandro Gonzales
Ted  Gonzales

Tyler James Gonzales
Marisela Jeanette Gonzalez

Julia  Gonzalez Ortiz
Stanislav  Gorbovskyi

Desiree Josephine Gray
Sarah Melissa Greiff

Esmeralda  Guardado
Trinity  Ha

Daniel James Hambleton
Rindala Verdugo Hantas

Brandon  Haro
Gavin Delos Hauptman

Cheyenne Marie Hedberg
Faustino Adan Hernandez
Davian Xavier Hernandez

Jacqueline Angelica Hernandez
Jennifer  Hernandez Saucedo

Sophia Pearle Herre
Layla Amaya Hesels

Tyler Jai Hill
Devonte Allen Hines

Mohammad Ramadan Hirzallah
Rebekah Elizabeth Margret Hopkins

Patrick David Hosier
Malissa Mary Huslloimea-Avila

Thomas Joseph Ianuzzi
Nasima Noor Ismail
T'Shaka Mosi Jackson

Malia Tevy Jacques-Yang
Kinnari Anand Jariwala

Evander  Jasso
Ri'Conna Delores Jefferson

Bradlee Skye Jerkovic
Damian Leandro Jimenez

Natalie Rose Jimenez
Sophia Christina Jimenez

Jamari Deon Johnson
Alexis Lee Jones

Samia Leschelle Swayona Jones
Jazmine Elise Juarez

Giovanni  Juarez Chavez
Brady  Kem

Lauren Riley Kinsman
Royden Griffin Kirui-Kibet
Joshua Richard Knighton

Javier  Lagarda
Agustin Julian Laguna

Joseph Adan Lara
Valerie Yvonne Lara
Naiya Kiyomi Laux

Anh Nhat Le
Kassidy Paige Lenfest
Braesen David Leon
Jazel Lilia Licea Avilez
Jaycob Michael Lomas

Vladimir  Lopatin
Kaitlyn Rae Lopez

Oz Josiah Lopez Hernandez
Rafael  Lopez-Meza

Landon Alejandro Loya
Aryannah Isydra Loya

Veronica Danielle Lugo
Caleb Ancelmo Lumbra
Shaylee Francisca Luna

Paityn Mychelle Lutostanski
Danielle Rachel Lydick

Eduardo Damian Mancera Garcia
Ezekiel Richard Marks

Leilana Elvia Ann Martinez
Zia Bella Martinez

Candie Jazlyn Matus
Juan Israel Matuz

Gabriella  Mayagoitia
Gabriel Powell Mayer

Liam Thomas McCarthy
Kyan Shay McGraw
Ciara Janae Mclaurin

Sariah Monae Mclaurin
Cassandra Alexis Medina

Tegan Brenan Hidalgo Ligouri Melendez
Brooklyn Monroe Mendivil
Mariah  Mendoza Escobar

Riley  Mick
Miles Ryan Millecam

Serenity Herrera Molina
Dylan Arthur Moore

Ariana Lareina Morales
Julian Manuel Morales

Andrew Gerardo Moreno
Armida Cynthia Moreno

Bilal Zuhair Muakkit
Connor Everett Muchmore

Daniel  Murillo
Salvador  Murphree

Lydia Maya Nava
Mya Ariel Navarrete

Isabella Nevaeh Newell
Britney Duyen Nguyen
Armodi Jamell Norris

Mia  Nunez
Elias Antonio Ochoa Martinon

Giselle Marie Orndorf
Rut  Ornelas Luna

Joseph Michael Ortega
Andres Olivo Ortiz

Lydia Lucia Ortiz-Hollis
Andre  Osorio Badilla

Jacob Jose Osuna
Michael Jared Pacheco
Abbie Aleen Painter

Jeremiah Jim Paiz
Jeremy  Palma

Carolina Patricia Parra Miranda
Emily Nicole Phillips

Saisha Lee Pina
Olivia Ray Plascencia
Roman Gabriel Pool
Alma Denisse Porras

Eva Marie Powell
Alexander Robert Quezada

Gilberto  Quintana
Lukas Benjamin Quismorio-Thompson

Gabrielle Moet Ramirez
Isabel Eleanor Rose Ramirez

Vanessa  Ramirez Soto
Daniel Russell Rauls

Joel Antonio Real Haro
Aidan Cole Redbird

Lauren Elizabeth Reddy
Ghais Karim Redmon

Alejandro  Reyes
Daisy Renae Reyes
Efran Julian Reyes

Jaxon Thomas Reynolds
Jasmine Joelle Reynoso Martinez

Calvin Patrick Rice
Michael Joseph Richardson
Jose Edgardo Rivera Castro

Z'Yiidee Nikkolyeos Rivera Murillo
Daniela Lizjen Rodea-Zavala
Isabella Stephanie Rodriguez

Abdi  Roman Sanchez
Nicole  Romero Ocampo

Mikenna Lea Rose
Michael Scott Rowley

Adan Ramon Ruiz
Aiden  Salakaia

Amya Grace Salas
Luis Angel Salas Soto
Kylee Marie Sanchez

Mercielisa Osuna Sanchez
Alivia Jo Sandoval

Basil Damien Saucedo
Spencer Daniel Schellhase

Ian Ray Schmitz
Cassie Rachelle Shafer
Manaar Eltayeb Sharif

Adrianna Marisa Sierra
Ciara  Skinner

Katharine Sue Smas
Camille Sylviane Smith
Charlotte Kaley Smith
Santiago James Smith
Treena Alliyah Smith

Tariyah Ajanise Smith-Milliken
Angelina Jalyssa Solitaire Sanchez

Aaliyah Marie Sordia
Alijah Thomas Spencer

Bella Rose Spiro
Deniz Eduardo Spott

Diamond Nicole Staley
Jillian Jane Stephens

Ceariyha Daniye Stewart
Verlissa  Tavena

Rees Lorin Thomas
Shekinah Glory Tillman
Nevaeh Ashae Trotter
Tommie Estreya Tuggle

Jathniel Koh Tyrone
Adrian Michael Underwood

Robert Jose Francisco Vacasequa-Quihuis
Steven  Valdez

Anthony Michael Valenzuela
Davis Keith Valenzuela
Jadon James Valenzuela

Michael Richard Valenzuela
Leiylani Gabriela Tatiana Valenzuela Ruiz

Anabelle Coryn Vandorn
Abu-Bakr Khan Vardak

Emilio Matuz Vera
Dakota Jade Verdugo

Jeremiah David Verdugo
Sydney Marie Vicenti
Madison Isabella Vick

Patricio V Villa
Daniella  Villa-Estrada

Cesar Humberto Villalobos Torres
Christopher  Villamar Marcial

Kennya Guadalupe Villeda
Jhaimier Ahsanni Walker
Phoebe Jacqleen Walsh

Hannah Chrizziah Watkins
Elijah Lee Rhyan White
Tatum Elizabeth Wiley
Mara Grace Williams
Nakota Kenyon Willie

Allen Spencer Winward
Amalia Min Wrigley

Joshua Michael Wrubel
Travis Lee Yazzie
Keevon  Yazzie
Brian  Zamora

Aaron  Zamora Garcia
Guadalupe Martinez Zazueta
Stephen Alexander Zazueta
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Kyrene School DistrictTempe Elementary School District

Teacher of the Year
Susan Edinger 
Kyrene de la Mirada
Leadership Academy

Teacher of the Year
Teresa Wallace 
Arredondo
Elementary School

Teacher of the Year
Krista Carr
Marcos de Niza 
High School

Tempe Union High School District

Lifetime Achievement
Mark Collins 
Kyrene Traditional
Academy

Lifetime Achievement
Jewel Valenzuela
Tempe Elementary
Online Academy

Lifetime Achievement
Kimberly Hilgers 
District Office

Leadership
Maria Salas Murphy
Kyrene del Norte
Dual Language Academy

Leadership
Chelsea Livolsi
Arredondo
Elementary School

Leadership
Timothy Honan
Tempe
High School

High Impact
Sharon Hall
Kyrene Middle School

High Impact
Alison Bruening-Hamati
Arredondo
Elementary School

High Impact
Jennifer Munoz
Tempe
High School

Inspiration
Meghann Powell
C.I. Waggoner and 
Kyrene Middle School

Inspiration
Marlon Morgan
Mosley Middle School

Inspiration
Lane Waddell
Mountain Pointe
High School

Rising Star
Ashley Faber
Kyrene de la Paloma
Arts Integration Academy

Rising Star
Shandy Htun
Rover Elementary School

Rising Star
Jahaziel Felix 
Mountain Pointe
High School

Class Act
Molly Abel
Kyrene
Traditional Academy

Class Act
Susanne Bonjour
Transportation
and School Safety

Class Act
Devin Kirby
Tempe
High School

Congratulations to Our Winners!

The Tempe Diablos Present the 34th Annual

Enhancing Tempe Together.

Sponsored by

A family of schools — A community of learning
Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol

Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre

A family of schools — A community of learning
Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol

Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre

Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol
Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre

Ad sponsored by

Thank you to our sponsors
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Diploma a milestone 
of near-centenarian’s 
Holocaust triumph 
 
By Barbi Walker-Walsh

Oskar Knoblauch wasn’t like the others 
waiting for their diploma on a warm 
May day at his high school graduation 

ceremony.
He already had an eight-page resumé summing 

up a lifetime of experiences that are a massive 
part of history – history that graduating students 
had learned in class. Knoblauch is a 98½-year-old 
Holocaust survivor. 

Knoblauch received his honorary diploma 
thanks to an accommodation on May 20, thanks to 
the generosity of folks at Chandler High School.

2024, because he has educated and advocated 
for over 17 years the importance of remembering 
the Holocaust while teaching about tolerance 
and peace at Chandler schools and organizations 
worldwide. 

“I never graduated from high school. If we take 
all the school years put together in my lifetime,  I 
went to school for four years. Period,” he told me. 
“I actually got most of my education during the war 
and after the war.”

Knoblauch spent his youth in the German Nazi 
concentration camp in Krakow, Poland. There, 
he worked in the basement boiler room of the 
ginormous building used for the Gestapo police 
headquarters and the SD (Security Department), 
the SS and the SP (Security Police). Although 
Knoblauch missed high school and a significant 
portion of his education,  his intellectual prowess 
continues to be a testament to his resilience and 
thirst for knowledge. During the pandemic, he 
even held Zoom meetings with the FBI to share his 
knowledge and experience. He continues to tell his 
story of survival but also of being an upstander. So, 
for Knoblauch, his honorary diploma helps assure 
his legacy of never letting humanity forget about 
the past to help create a better future. 

“Oh, it was exciting!” Knoblauch said to 
wear the gown and hat and receive his honorary 
diploma that day. It’s a culmination of a lifetime of 
achievements. 

It was something he’d not been able to do in 
his youth. This was a milestone that was taken away 
from him as a young boy during the Holocaust. 
Thanks to the efforts of Oskar’s granddaughter, 
Jyll Harthun, the Arizona Jewish Historical Society 
(AJHS) and a teacher from Chandler High School, 
they could honor Knoblauch. A man who lost so 

much in his youth but has given so much more 
back to help people learn to choose kindness over 
hate, forgiveness over grudges, and to find ways to 
connect with one another despite our differences.

Harthun says that when her grandfather tells his 
story of survival, he always ends it with the most 
important part of his survival, the moral of being 
an upstander, of having respect, tolerance and love 
because that is why he survived. 

Sitting at his daughter and son-in-law’s cozy 
and inviting home in the Arcadia area of Phoenix, 
Knoblauch is clear, sharp, witty and smiles easily. In 
fact, he laughs easily. He sees the seriousness in life 
but also the beauty in every tiny aspect. I listened 
to one of his podcasts on my way to my interview 
with him, and it was amazing. I was wrapt listening 
to him talk with his granddaughter, the host of the 
“Tomorrow Will Be a Better Day” podcast, about 
the beauty of the cacti flower. I’ve lived in the 
desert my entire life, and I’m a native Arizonan, and 
never have I seen the short-lived flower of the cacti 
as clearly and visceral as I did listening to him on 
that podcast. 

But that’s what Knoblauch does — he teaches 
people to see, listen, and recognize the world 
around them. He teaches people to connect with 
the other humans on this planet, regardless of how 

different they may seem from each other. Even if 
they are your captors in a Nazi camp.

He said that regardless of color or religion, you 
must work together to be an upstander, including 
yourself. He adds that you should be proud of 
yourself, even in the face of a bully. He had to 
do this in the face of his captor, but it won him 
respect. When he stood up to a German SS officer, 
that officer not only saved his life but also became 
his friend. Knoblauch said that the officer was an 
upstander. Although it’s hard for teenagers to figure 
out how to stand up for themselves sometimes, it 
can change everything when they do. And it starts 
with being proud of who you are. Smile and be 
proud of who you are. Not only does it change you, 
but it also changes how others perceive you. 

“It's amazing what that inner confidence, 
regardless of how people are going to perceive you, 
whether they're still going to bully you, chase you,” 
he said. “But the inner confidence changes the 
trajectory.” 

He also reminds students of the importance of 
standing up when they see clear injustice, citing 
civilians who helped him survive. Knoblauch’s 
legacy of teaching hope, love, tolerance and 
kindness is a lesson that can and should continue 
throughout our lifetimes.  

Family and friends of Oskar Knoblauch were on hand for the ceremony.  — Photo courtesy Jack Harthun
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DIVERSIONS

By M.V. Moorhead

In the unlikely event that I’m ever asked to take the 
“Colbert Questionert” on Late Night, my answer to 
the question “Favorite Action Movie?” will be George 

Miller’s 1981 Mad Max 2: The Road 
Warrior. 

It would probably be on the list of 
my twenty or thirty favorite movies, 
all-time. So any later chapter in George 
Miller’s postapocalyptic Down Under car 
chase franchise has a lot to live up to.

The fifth entry, Furiosa: A Mad Max 
Saga, is a prequel, offering a backstory 
on the one-armed warrior played by 
Charlize Theron in 2015’s Mad Max: 
Fury Road. Turns out that Furiosa was 

abducted, as a child, from a “place of abundance” into 
the Wasteland, a vast desert region inhabited by gnarly 

motorcycle-borne pirates shuttling between three horribly 
symbiotic fiefdoms: The Citadel, Gas Town and The Bullet 
Farm.

Furiosa is dragged into this miserable world as a girl 
(Alyla Browne) and ends up in the clutches of the gabby 
nomadic biker chieftain Dementus (Chris Hemsworth), 
who more than earns her grudge against him. 

Over the more than two-hour run of the movie, the 
grown-up version of Furiosa (Anya Taylor-Joy) is carried 
along through Miller’s lengthy showcase chases and battle 
scenes, which have the feel of movements in a symphony.

I saw this film in IMAX, with a large screening 
audience, and what I noticed is that every time one of 
Miller’s mad, headlong, thundering action sequences 

wound down, the crowd was left quiet, mesmerized. 
The term “gripping” gets thrown out a lot in describing 
movies, but Furiosa truly grips. 

I liked but didn’t love Fury Road; this one still falls 
shy of Road Warrior for me, but it’s a majestic piece of 
filmmaking nonetheless.

There’s no director quite like Miller. His action scenes 
are staged with an epic sweep but also with a macabre 
slapstick intricacy. 

His view of humanity seems deeply jaundiced; he’s 
forever showing us people taking cruelty and indifference 
to their fellow humans to horrifying extremes, yet he does 
it with a casual humor, as if to say, of course we’re capable 
of this.

Yet somehow this bleak outlook doesn’t come across 
like cheap, sophomoric cynicism, and it isn’t depressing. 
Partly this is because he always shows us decent human 
values struggling to hold on in this world, but it’s also 

‘Decent human values’ help save Furiosa  

FILM FARE
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tca ng
for for f everyone.tcatcabecause the generous-hearted Miller imbues his characters, 

even the deplorable ones, with so much personality and 
grotesque glamour.

Taylor-Joy, with the jolting anger that takes over her 
almost inhuman urchin face, fits the role perfectly. As her 
love interest, driver Praetorian Jack, handsome Tom Burke 
has a valiant and sympathetic appeal. But it’s Hemsworth, 
his eyes wounded and his tone aggrieved every time 
somebody has the temerity to resist him, who really engages 
with the audience. The final clash between Dementus and 
Furiosa, featuring some of the best dialogue from the script 
(by Miller and Nico Lathouris), gets at the impulse to 
revenge with a subtlety that few action movies attempt. 

There can be little doubt that Miller’s films have 
contributed to the dangerous illusion that many people, 
especially young men, seem to hold: that the collapse of 
civilization would be cool and liberating and fun. He 
should probably be censured for this, but it sure makes his 
movies exhilarating.

Another origin story, The Garfield Movie begins by 
tracing the humble beginnings of the indolent, lasagna-
loving housecat from the calculatingly marketed comic strip 
by Jim Davis. Turns out that as a kitten, Garfield, voiced 
here by Chris Pratt, was left in an alley by his feral father, 
Vic (Samuel L. Jackson) and met his loyal human Jon 
(Nicholas Hoult) when he saw him through the window 
of an Italian restaurant. His overeating is a psychological 
overcompensation for early want.

The rest of The Garfield Movie concerns our hero and 
his exuberant canine pal Odie getting abducted by the 
cronies of the Persian cat Jinx (Hannah Waddingham), who 
has a grudge against Vic. Somehow it all leads to an attempt 
to steal milk from a commercial dairy, and an alliance with 
a glowering, lovelorn Bull (Ving Rhames, who’s pretty 
funny).

Admirable as Pratt is as an easygoing onscreen star, 
his voice struck me as a bit generic for this character, after 
being performed in earlier iterations by such distinctive 
voices as Bill Murray and Lorenzo Music. But he’s not bad, 
and the movie has imagination and a snappy, propulsive 
comic precision, not to mention a catchy theme song by 
Jon Batiste. It’s inconsequential but slickly-made fun, and 
when it was over, I’ll admit I went out for lasagna. 

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga is rated R; The Garfield 
Movie is rated PG. Both play at Harkins Tempe Marketplace, 
Chandler Fashion 20, Arizona Mills and other multiplexes 
Valleywide.
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Wrangler News is delivered every
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(480) 966-0845
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about topics of interest to our community. 
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Be a legend. 
Insure your life.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

With the right life insurance, 
you can leave a legacy for 
your family. I’m here to help.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708145

Mary Contreras, Agent
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Find
your lane.
How to Navigate the I-10
Collector-Distributor (CD) Roads

These new collector-distributor (CD) roads separate local traffic from 

through-traffic entering and exiting the freeway. They reduce the need to 

change lanes and keep traffic flowing. Look for the overhead signage to 

help guide you to the correct lane for your destination. 

Find more detailed info at 

i10broadwaycurve.com/findyourlane.

Lakeshore Village is a unique office complex located in the heart 
of  The Lakes community in Tempe. Units range in size from 

450 - 2,000+ square feet. Multiple leasing options available, including 
month to month. Please contact Denise for more information:

EMAIL: LAKESHORE5400@GMAIL.COM
CALL: 602-456-6289

NOW LEASING IN
LAKESHORE VILLAGE

Lakeshore Village is a unique office complex located
in the heart of the Lakes community. Leave your expensive

office space and come see our beautiful offices
with incredible views at as low as $1.25 per SQ.

Please contact Denise for more information:
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Feel Better Today!  
Experience The Healing Power of Acupuncture

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284

info@yinrising.com 

(480) 206-6199

Anna Lunaria, 
Ms.Ac. L.Ac. 
CMT CYT CHT

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain 
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

$10.00
Off First Visit 

with this ad

“Excellent care. Excellent recovery. I have had no need 
for chiropractic service. I’ve had no surgeries. I’ve had no 
pain meds in 5 years. I have healing and recovery beyond
my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other methods of 
injections or nerve burning practices since joining Yin Rising.  
Thank you for your expertise. The staff is amazing.”
              
            - Google Review

Screen Repair
Service
McKay's True Value® is the place for screen repair and 
replacement! You’ll get expert service at a fair price on 
repair or replacement of window, patio and door screens. 
Refresh your old screens—and your home—with 
help from your local True Value.

Mckay's True Value Hardware 
4939 W Ray Rd    

Chandler, AZ 85226
480-686-8064

LIFE’S BETTER WHEN YOU’RE
PROTECTED UNDER OUR ROOF.

Save up to 23% when you bundle auto and home*

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
©2023 21714 – 4/23 – 18929310

*Customers who bundle auto and home insurance policies may save up to 23% on both policies together (as of July 2022).
Discounts may vary by state, property, policy form and company underwriting the auto and/or home policy.

Discounts may not apply to all coverages on an auto or home policy.

Call to get a quote and start saving today.

Keith Utter, Agent
Keith Utter Agency PLLC
2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101
Tempe, AZ 85284-3417
(480) 831-8668
kutter@amfam.com 
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REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT & LEARN MORE AT WWW.TEMPECHAMBER.ORG

Nominate your 
favorite business! 

*Must be located in Tempe 
or be a member of the 

Tempe Chamber of Commerce 

Looking for a way to build a diverse culture at your organization? Looking for professional development opportunities to 
grow your leadership skills? Join us at our annual half-day diversity in leadership event that showcases inspiring and diverse 
speakers including Latasha Causey, President, NASCAR Phoenix Raceway and Jay Perry, President & CEO of the 2024 NCAA 
Final Four & 2023 Super Bowl committees.

Register today! 
Discounted admission

for members of
Tempe Chamber of Commerce
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602-620-7480
Kriscartwright@mac.com
KrisSellsHomes.com 6

T

The Kris
Cartwright

TEAM

We will help 
you fi nd your 

doll house

SERVING THE VALLEY’S BEST BREAKFAST AND LUNCH

SENIOR DISCOUNT: 10% OFF

480.454.3917

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

BLACKBERRYCAFEAZ.COM

$5 OFF
BREAKFAST

of  with $30 
or more with the 
purchase of  
2 beverages

O�er valid Mon-Fri. Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other o�ers. One coupon per table. Exp. 6/30/24

$5 OFF
LUNCH

of  with $30 
or more with the 
purchase of  
2 beverages

O�er valid Mon-Fri. Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other o�ers. One coupon per table. Exp. 6/30/24

ESPORTA
FITNESS

W. WARNER RD

N. DOBSON RD

2090 N. Dobson Rd
Chandler, AZ. 85224

N

Open 7AM to 2PM Daily
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— Continued from Page 6

She said he spent many hours in the robotics 

room, working on the project in the evenings, on 

weekends, on school holidays, and during his lunch 

breaks. “As the president, I knew he did not want to 

let the team down,” she said. 

One goal he was determined to accomplish was 

maintaining a positive mindset, both for himself 

and as a leader. The new president’s attitude is 

effervescent, and he was resolved to help the team 

have fun even in the hardest of times, something he 

accomplished.

"The team spirit was definitely higher and 

more enjoyable than in previous seasons," he said. 

Although this is only his third year with the robotics 

team, he said even in the slogs of the work, this 

year had a better vibe and camaraderie.

The power of perseverance

Engineering teacher and FIRST robotic mentor 

Melissa Wendell explained team setbacks. 

"We had a rough start to this regional 

competition as we ran into some issues with the 

robot control system, leading to our robot being 

carted off in the first match of qualifications," 

Wendell said. 

The team worked through the night to diagnose 

and fix the robot, and this grit paid off. As the 

competition progressed, the robot's performance 

steadily improved, earning the team the respect of 

their fellow competitors.

Wendell said the team managed to get the robot 

to work flawlessly. Even though they didn't make 

it into the final competition round, the team was 

sought out to help the leading team when three of 

its robots went down. 

Learning from failure

The top seed chose AZTECH as a backup 

alliance, a testament to their commitment and 

determination.

"We answered the call, helping the alliance take 

second overall," Wendell said. “Our team started 

unpacking the pit, plugging in the batteries, and 

getting ready to go in.”

This experience highlights a crucial aspect of 

robotics: learning from failure.

The most valuable takeaways were not wins 

or losses but the character-building experiences 

that unfolded along the way. The team learned the 

importance of grit––the ability to persevere through 

challenges. They confronted their fear of failure 

head-on, understanding that calculated risks are 

essential for learning and growth.

"It's important to do your best," Lewandowski 

said. "But it's a learning experience at the end of 

the day."

Robotics fosters a growth mindset where failure 

isn't something to fear, FIRST founder Dean Kamen 

says.  It allows students to confront the fear of 

taking risks, a vital skill for future success in any 

field.

"Kids often come in not knowing what to expect 

– of the program nor of themselves,” Kamen says. 

“They leave, even after the first season, with a 

vision, with confidence and with a sense that they 

can create their own future." 

Building leaders by community support 

Both Lewandowski and Wendell agree. During 

this competition, they learned valuable leadership 

skills, effective communication, and the importance 

of teamwork. They also know it's okay to fail if 

you learn from it and keep moving forward. The 

ability to adapt, overcome, and lead are all essential 

qualities for future success, not just in engineering 

but in all walks of life.

"Every January, the robotics team 

participates in a new game that requires 

them to build a new robot," said Christina 

Lewandowski, who is also a booster member. 

New robots can be expensive, so community 

support is paramount to helping the team. 

Every bit of community support is greatly 

appreciated, from fundraisers to business 

sponsorships to local restaurants feeding the 

team. 

"Overall, support from the community helps 

them make their robot a reality and allows 

them to travel to competitions," Christina said.
This support prepares students to become 

influential leaders and members of their 
communities.

Looking ahead: A brighter future

This year, the AZTECH Robotics team more than 

embodied the ethos of FIRST and its "Gracious 

Professionalism," a term coined by the FIRST 

Executive Advisory Board Co-Chair, Dr. Woodie 

Flowers. 

Not only did they compete fiercely, but they 

also showed they understood the importance 

of teamwork. They exemplified that knowledge, 

competition and empathy are valuable skills while 

exemplifying the true spirit of sportsmanship. Now, 

the team is gearing up for next season with a new 

robot named "Baby Huey-Hue." 

Some are even taking summer courses to up 

their game next year. But more importantly, they 

are carrying over the lessons learned this year into 

next year.

“I think a lot of that comes down to that grit 

that we have,” said continuing president Ben 

Lewandowski. "We managed to persevere and never 

give up."

“I truly believe the individual determination of 

the members of our team – the FIRST alumni and 

robotics as a whole – you’re in a great environment 

where you can learn and that it’s okay if you fail.”
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through AI tools such as Otter AI or Adobe Premiere can 

transcribe lengthy interviews and save valuable time. 

While used as a tool, AI programs can be incredible, 

but it’s a slippery slope, warns Shane Brennan, a former 

State Press editor and 2024 Cronkite graduate. 

“If you’re [in] journalism, your job is in danger in the 

next decade because of AI,” he says. “People are using it for 

illustrations and people are using it for captions. It’s going 

to be less of the intersection and more the day-to-day kind 

of overhaul…AI is cheaper and faster.”

Sports Illustrated and Gannett have tried using 

generative AI, but have floundered. Sports Illustrated was 

caught publishing stories written by fake authors with 

AI-generated biographies in order to reduce costs. Gannett 

attempted to use Lede AI, an artificial intelligence company 

that used game scores to generate newsroom game stories. 

Both stories were littered with odd wording and nonhuman 

phrasing, catching the eye of their readership. 

Vincent DeAngelis says fingers on the keyboard is the 

only way.

“The person doing the story is the most important 

part,” DeAngelis, a former State Press editor and 2024 

Cronkite graduate, said. “You’ve seen it through their 

lens as objectively or subjectively as possible. So, when 

you put a robot in there instead – and I know it’s pretty 

general—it just takes authenticity out of it. Say someone 

does reporting on an Indigenous reservation or something 

like that; if that starts getting AI-generated, then we’re 

doomed.”

Brennan added that there will always be a place for 

journalists, and there will also be those who will put in the 

work, but he can’t say the same for the industry. 

“I hope and pray that the jobs will not be taken over 

soon, and that there’ll be just as many jobs as there are in 

five years,” Brennan said. “At the end of the day, it is still 

dollars and cents, unfortunately. It’s happening in many 

other industries as well. AI has taken over a lot of different 

industries and spaces where it shouldn’t really be.”

Generative-AI is only as good is its input, and being in 

the moment is incalculable. 

“AI cannot do what actual journalists can do,” Brennan 

said. “Because it is not human, we tell the stories of other 

people doing things. AI does not know what those things 

are. AI does not know context. AI does not know raw 

emotion. AI does not know how to connect with others. 

It’s just a stupid website. It’s a calculator. You know, it’s like 

a TI-84 (calculator) at best. Fortunately, the TI-84 didn’t 

take over accounting jobs.”

The exponential rise of generative-AI and technology 

has pushed journalism to uncharted water, but there’s 

nothing that can ultimately replicate the complexities of 

the human mind. 

“I don’t see it as an existential threat to journalism,” 

Kurland says. “We need good reporting…and that’s what 

makes the best journalism, is good reporting. We talked 

about our reporting with your eyes, you know, describing 

the sights and sounds and what’s going on. You can never 

replace that.”

— Continued from Page 3
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